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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.


Present Cllr Frank Gill (Chairman), Malcom Webster (Vice Chair) Cllr Fiona Gill, Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Colin Betts, Cllr Jeremy Barnes, Cllr Bill Bates, Cllr Sarah Jennings.
Karen Newton - Clerk to the Council
3 Residents

1.Apologies
Note: No apologies for absence were received.

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
Note: No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations were made.

3. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 15th September 2025 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Frank Gill, Seconded by: Councillor Bill Bradbury.

4. Public Participation
Discussion:
Resident 1 discussed arrangements for the village Christmas tree, confirming it will be approximately 8–9 metres tall and will be lit on the last Friday in November. It was noted that there will be no cost to the Parish Council for the tree.
They also raised concerns about overhanging trees on Gorsey Brow, which have caused the footpath to become narrow and present a hazard to both pedestrians and drivers.
Action: The Council agreed to check insurance cover and liaise with St Helens Council regarding the Christmas tree arrangements, and to report the overhanging trees on Gorsey Brow to the relevant authority for inspection and maintenance.

Residents 2 and 3:
Raised concerns regarding Dam Slacks Park, reporting ongoing issues with fly-tipping and children tying ropes to trees to swing, creating potential safety hazards.
The residents advised that the park boundary adjoins land owned by the Eddleston Trust and Torus and suggested that the Parish Council explore options to lease or purchase the adjoining land to expand and improve the park area.
Resident 3 further proposed developing bungalows or working with landowners to secure land for community benefit and making the existing ditch a landscape feature within a larger and better-designed park.
Action:
The Council agreed to investigate land ownership boundaries, liaise with the Eddleston Trust and Taurus, and consider options for improving safety, preventing fly-tipping, and enhancing the overall park area for residents. 
    
5. Billinge Pride Event
Members discussed the proposal to hold a Billinge Pride Event to celebrate diversity and community spirit. The event could involve local pubs, businesses, and residents’ groups, with potential support from the Parish Council.
Decision: The Council agreed to defer the discussion until the January meeting to allow time to consider who will lead and coordinate the event — either the Parish Council or residents’ group — and to gather further information on costs, logistics, and community involvement.

6. Aims and Objectives for 2025-26
 Cllr Frank Gill presented the revised and updated Aims and Objectives for 2025–26, which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.
Decision: The Council agreed unanimously to adopt the revised Aims and Objectives for 2025–26 as presented. 
Proposed by: Councillor Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Bill Bradbury.

7. Planning
To consider the following planning applications and agree any comments to be submitted to St Helens Council:

P/2025/0527/HHFP 
Billinge And Seneley Green Ward 
25 Clifton Road Billinge St Helens WN5 7TP 
Two storey side extension 
juliehine@sthelens.gov.uk 
Decision:
The Council reviewed the application and agreed that no comments or objections be submitted to St Helens Council.

P/2025/0532/PIP 
Billinge And Seneley Green Ward 
Barrows Farm Carr Mill Road Billinge St Helens WN5 7TX
Permission in principle for conversion of stables to 2no dwellings. 
alexball@sthelens.gov.uk
Decision: The Council agreed to submit an objection to this application.
Cllr Sarah Jennings will submit the objection personally and on behalf of the Parish Council.

8. Dam Slacks Play Area
The Council received a report on the current condition of the play equipment at Dam Slacks Play Area, noting that three quotations had been obtained for potential improvement works.
Members discussed a range of ideas for the development of the site, including:
· Revamping the existing play area with new and inclusive play equipment
· Creating a football or multi-use games area (MUGA)
· Installing paddle courts to provide recreation opportunities and generate income for the Parish Council
· Developing a skate or scooter park
· Enhancing landscaping, seating, and general amenities to encourage wider community use
It was noted that residents had expressed interest in being involved in shaping the future of the play area.
Decision: Following discussion, the Council agreed to establish a steering group to investigate options for redevelopment, engage with the local community, and prepare recommendations for the future use and design of the Dam Slacks Play Area.
The following members were appointed to the Dam Slacks Play Area Steering Group:
· Cllr Jeremy Barnes
· Cllr Malcolm Webster
· Cllr Sarah Jennings
· Cllr Colin Betts
The Steering Group will liaise with residents and relevant organisations before reporting back to the Council with findings and proposals.
9. Finance & Governance 
9.1 The Council approved the Payment Schedule for September 2025.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Bill Webster
9.2 The bank reconciliations for September 2025 were reviewed and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr Sarah Jennings, Seconded by: Cllr Colin Betts
9.3 The Council approved and authorised the Payment Schedule for October 2025.
Proposed by: Cllr Jeremy Barnes, Seconded by: Cllr Malcolm Webster
9.4 The Council noted the publication of all items over £100.00 for September 2025 on the Parish Council website, in accordance with transparency requirements.
9.5 Members discussed the need to ensure sufficient authorised signatories on the Parish Council’s bank account.
Decision: It was agreed that Cllr Malcolm Webster be added as a signatory to the bank account, and that Cllr Fiona Gill be removed.
Proposed by: Cllr Sarah Jennings, Seconded by: Cllr Frank Gill
9.6 The Budget Report for April to September 2025 was reviewed and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr Malcom Webster, Seconded by: Cllr Colin Betts 
9.7 Members discussed the need to replace or upgrade the existing hoover used for cleaning the Public Hall.
Decision: The Council approved the purchase of a new hoover and agreed an appropriate budget allocation for this purpose.
Proposed by: Cllr Jeremy Barnes, Seconded by: Cllr Sarah Jennings

10. Pensions – Legal Designating Document.
Members reviewed the Legal Designating Document outlining the Parish Council’s obligations and participation in the Local Government Pension Scheme.
Decision: The Council approved the Legal Designating Document for the Parish Council Pension Scheme, effective from 1 October 2025. 
Proposed by: Cllr Bill Bradbury, Seconded by: Cllr Frank Gill

11. Public Hall Reading Room
Members received an update regarding the progress of planned works to the Public Hall Reading Room.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk contact the builder to confirm when works can commence after 8th December 2025. 
Proposed by: Cllr Sarah Jennings, Seconded by: Cllr Colin Betts

12. Children’s Act of Remembrance
It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Labour Club to discuss and confirm catering arrangements for the event.
It was further noted that all other matters relating to the event had been dealt with.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Labour Club to discuss and confirm catering arrangements for the event.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Malcolm Webster

13. Christmas Event – Tree Lighting
An update was received from Resident 1 regarding the planned Christmas Event and Tree Lighting.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk check with St Helens Council and the Parish Council’s insurance provider to ensure that the event is fully covered for public liability.
Proposed by: Cllr Sarah Jennings, Seconded by: Cllr Jeremy Barnes
14. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
Cllr Bill Bates reported that the Billinge Residents Group had been double booked at the Public Hall and were consequently forced to cancel their event.
The Clerk noted that the Residents Group do not complete a bookings form, which resulted in their booking being missed from the diary. It was also highlighted that, due to a tripped electrical supply and the absence of emergency lighting, the group would not have been able to use the hall even if the booking had been noted. 
Action / Note: The Council noted the report and agreed to remind all user groups of the requirement to complete official booking forms to avoid similar issues in the future. The next Item Agenda item 15 was to revise the booking system.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Malcolm Webster

15. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
The Council received basic crime information from the Police report. Cllr Frank Gill requested that a residents’ meeting with the Police be arranged to discuss local concerns and provide the community with updates. 
Action / Note: The Council noted the report and agreed that the Clerk liaise with the Police to arrange a suitable date for the residents’ meeting.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Fiona Gill

16. Booking System Review
Members discussed the current booking system for the Public Hall.
Action: The Council agreed that the Clerk review the bookings system and report back with any recommendations for improvements. 
Proposed by: Cllr Sarah Jennings, Seconded by: Cllr Malcolm Webster

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
Members discussed the proposed schedule for meetings and the suggested earlier start time of 7:00 pm. Cllrs expressed that 7:30 pm remains a more suitable time for meetings, so the start time was left unchanged. Cllr Jennings also noted that the December meeting date was incorrect, which was subsequently amended.
Decision: With these amendments, the meeting schedule for January to December 2025 was agreed.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill, Seconded by: Cllr Sarah Jennings

Meeting closed at 9pm




Signed:                                                                                                                   Date 17/11/2025


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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